
John MOORES
Born 25 January 1896 in Eccles, Lancashire where his father was the local butcher
and bricklayer. At 14 he was a Post Office indoor messenger boy earning 16 shillings
per week while doing a correspondence course for the Civil Service and attending
night school to learn telegraphy. Sacked from the Post Office because he would not
do exactly as he was told he was taken on as a trainee telegraphist by the Commercial
Cable Company.  At the completion of his training he worked in their Forster Square
offices in Manchester.  During the First World Ward he volunteered for the Navy and
in 1916 was a wireless operator in Aberdeen before being posted elsewhere

He returned to the Commercial Cable Co in March 1919 and was sent to Waterville in
Ireland.  He augmented his income by starting a small company (the Waterville
Supply Co) to import 'luxury' goods (books, stationery, golf-balls etc).  These were
peddled (without the knowledge of his employer) amongst the staff at the Waterville,
Ballinskelligs and Valentia cable stations.  The 1922 civil war which followed Irish
independence completely disrupted the cable telegraph stations and this may have
been the reason why Moores was called back to UK and sent to the Comercial's
offices in Liverpool.  While there and looking for new ways of making money he
came upon the concept of football pools.  He and two telegraph colleagues, Colin
Askham and Bill Hughes each put £50 into the venture.  Askham provided the name
Littlewoods which set up in business in 1923.  Things did not go well at first and by
the time that each had lost £200 his partners wanted to quit.  With the help of his
family and the strong support of his wife he bought them out, parted company with
his employers and Littlewoods Pools had made him a millionaire by 1932.  That year,
remembering the shopping company that he had run from Waterville, he set up
Littlewoods Mail Order.  He opened four Littlewoods stores in 1937, twelve in 1938
so that by 1939 there were 25 in operation with many more planned.  The second
world war interrupted his plans but he committed his entire organization to war
activity.  The successful expansion of all parts continued after the war and Moores
retired from his position as Chairman in 1982.  He was a significant benefactor of
Liverpool and was twice Chairman of Everton Football Club.  He was knighted in
1980.  On his death on 25 September 1993 his estate was valued at £10m.

John Moores and Ezra Cornell are amongst the few telegraphers who have had an
academic institution named after them.  Under the terms of the 1992 UK Further and
Higher Education Act Liverpool Polytechnic became Liverpool John Moores
University.


